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GENTLEMEN, - 
3 o u R Appointment, which is notoriouſly de- 


ſigned to enforce the Act of 7th G. III. for 
raiſing a Revenue in America, juſtly claims the 
Attention of every Man, who wiſhes well to 


- 


3. to find the of ALL now fixed on you ; 
as on Men, who have it in. their Power to ward: off the moſt 
dangerous Stroke, that has been ever meditated againſt the 
Liberties of Aer ir 
Lou have before you the Examples of many of your un- 
happy Countrymen, I mean ſome of the STAMP MASTERS; 
Examples, which, if properly attended to, may . convince 
you, how fooliſh, how dangerous it is, to undertake to. force 
the loathſome Pills. of Slavery and Oppreſſion down the 
Throats of a free, independent and determined People. 

Your Appointment is exactly fimilar to that of our late STAMP 
MASTERS— They were. commiſſioned to enforce one Reve+ 
nue Act ;, you to execute 'another—The. Stamp and Tea 
Laws were both deſigned to raiſe a Revenue, and to eſtabliſh 
Parliamentary me in America. „5 3 7 4 i. 
There cannot therefore be any Difference in your Appoint- 
ments; except in this; that their Office as Stamp Men ſavour- 
ed ſtrongly of the Nature of Exciſe Officers; whilſt you, in the 
Execution of your Duty, may retain ſome feint Reſemblance 
of the decent Characters of Factors. But let not Names de- 
ceive you: — Tour Characters as Stamp Maſters and Tea 
Commiſſioners have a ſtrong and near Affinity — They and 
you could boaſt, that you were our Brethren; they and you 
owe at leaſt SUPPORT, : if not LIFE, to America; and 
what characterizes the two Employments in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
ner, they and you were marked. out, by the Conſpirators 


againſt our Rights, to give the laſt, the finiſhing Stroke to 


Freedom in.this Country. Stange indeed! that Americans 
ſhould be pitched on to violate the Privileges of Americans ! 
Jou cannot believe, that the Tea Ad, with Reſpect to its 
Defign and Tendency, differs in one fingle Point from the 


Stamp Af.—If there be any Difference, the Tea Ad is the 


more dangerpus.— The Stamp AR was ſenfibly felt by all Ranks 
of People; and was therefore oppoſed by all—But the Tes 


Ad, more inſidious in its Operation, required ſome Pains to 
diſcover its Malignity.— Under the Firſt, no Man could tran-- 


fer his Property ; he could not even read a News- Paper. 
without ſceing and feeling the deteſtable Impoktion ; it was 
therefore too glaring to paſs ynnoticed and , unoppoſed —But 
under the, Tee Law, the Duty being paid on Importation, is 
afterwards laid on the ee ecomes ſo blended with 
the. Price of it, that although every Man who. purchaſes Tea, 
imported from Britain, muſt of Courſe pay the Duty; yet every 
Man does not know it, and may therefore not object to it. 

t is in Vain then to ſeek for any Piſtinction between the two 

e mployments.— To Americans it muſt be a Matter of Indif- 
ference, by what Stile or Title you may think proper to de- 
mean ßpourſelves z, whether STAMP MASTERS or TEA 
COMMISSIONERS.— If you are appointed to enforce the 
Revenue Act in America, any Titles you may aſſume to 
yourſclves, in the Execution of your Office, will prove de- 
teſtable and infamous. Sf EE | 


poſe ; they may of Right tax us Ten Thouſand, and ſo 
on, without End. And it we allow them a fair Opportunity 


eee of Right tax us Ten Pounds for any 
hed 0 


ot pleading Precedent by a ſucceſsful Execution of the Tea 


& under your Auſpices, we may bid Adieu to all that is 


car and valuable amongſt Men. 


4 


ry Reſtrictions and Impoſitions— She was once , a rich and 


flouriſhing Iſſe; but being charged beyond her Abilities with 
the Payment of exceſſive Sums to worn, out Panders and 


Whores, ſhe, is now ſinking beneath the, infamous Load; 
and muſt, ere long, die a Martyr to the abſcelute Controul of 


the Parliament of Great- Britain. 


Io this miſerable Situation America will, in Time be re- 


duced, if you are determined and allowed to execute the 


ſcandalous . Office to which you. are appointed. You are 


marked out as political Bombardiers to demoliſh, the fair 


Structure of American Liberty: and much, very much de- 
pends on your Conduct at this Time. For be aſſured, reſo 


lute and ſucceſsful as. you may prove in the Execution of 


our Office, AMERICANS will, not part with the PALLADI- 


MOF AMERICA without a hard STRUGGLE; a Struggle 
which it is your Duty, and the Duty, of every Man, who 


wiſhes the Proſperity of Great-Britain andAmerica to prevent. 


The Perquiſites of your Office cannot prove ſuch faſcinat- 


ning Object, as to tempt you to fly in the Face of your Coun- 


EAST-INDI 


or the SAL E of 


this Co : And you need not be ſurprizcd 
yes 


| Ireland has long groaned under the Weight of Parliament- 


Conduct may 
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Fon hn, )“ Ge EA Te ale ee. bu 
try—What Appointments at Home or Abroad can ever make 
up to you the Loſs of your Brethren's Aﬀections ? What Ap; 


23 can atone to your Children, for the cruel, moſt 


orrid, Predicament.to which you may ſubject them ?—You 


| have given them a Birth-Right in America; which you found 
2 Land of Liberty and ſocial Enjoyment—Let them there; 


fore peaceably and happily inherit it. Lou can have no 
Proſpect of ſubjugating America, that you or they may be- 


come ſovereign Princes; if you have, your Proſpect indeed 


mult be extenſive; and in my Opinion, productive of eve 
Miſchief to them and you : Befides, if you mean to eſtabliſh 
your Children happily, : they will derive more, real Satisfac- 


tion as PRIMI ,INTER::PARES ; to which theirVirtue may 


entitle them in a free Country; than they can ever enjoy as 
TYRANTS over a Band of Slayes.—But ſuch I truſt caanot 
be your Motives.—You have already filled ſome of the moſt 
important Offices in the American State; - you have hitherto 
acted on the broad and ſafe Baſis of difintereſted Virtue ; by 
diſcharging many public Duties without Fee or Reward : 
And you cannot now act ſo directly repugnant to your former 


_ virtuous Actions; ſo contrary to the Sentiments of your 


watchful Countrymen, as to be induced by the paltry Bribe of 
a petty Commiſſion, to rivet the Shackles of Slavery on your Ames 
rican Brethren. © : © | 


If the Eaſt India Company can eſtabliſh Warehouſes in 


* 


America for the Sale of T E A on which a Duty is impoſed for 


the Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue in America, they may vend, in 


like Manner, any other Articles of their Trade. On ſuch 


other Articles, Parliament may impoſe a Duty to be paid in 


America; and the Company's Commiſſioners will no doubt 
take ſpecial Care to pay ſuch Duty: and reinburſe their 


Conſtituents, by fleecing it from the People. —Thus the Impo- 
ſition may be encreaſed at, Pleaſurez and America be ſubju- 
gated without the Poſſibility of Redemption. 

It has been alledged by yi 

to whoſe ſpecial Grace and Favor you are entitled for the 


important Commiſſion, have ee Security, in very high Sums 
e Tr 


for the - faithful Execution of -t uſt repeſe d in you ; and that, 
therefore, you cannot, in Honour or good Conſcience, leave 
your Friends in the Lurch; by neglecting or refuſing to com- 
ply literally with the Tenor of your Commiſſion... So much, 


Gentlemen, has been advanced in Favor of your Employ- 


ment; let us now examine the Force of it. 

« It cannot be meant that your Friends in England have en- 
gaged that you ſball execute the TEA ACT in America; this 
would be a raſh Engagement indeed: For it was well known 


in London what Confuſion your Appointment would occa= 


ſion in America: And no Man would be ſo fooliſh as to ſet 
you. for, Quixores; and give Security for your poſitive 
e 2 of any whimſical Schemes the Miniſtry or the Eaſt 


India Company might chalk. out for you: All the Security 


given amounts to no more than this, that, if you ſhould un- 


e that your Friends in England, 


dertake and be permitted to enforce the REVENUE ACT in Ameri- 


ca, you would diſcharge faithfully all Duties appertaining ta 
your Commiſſion? the principal of which was,. the. regular ac- 


counting for and payment of ſuch Money as might ariſe from 


the Sale of the dutied Article. : . 

It is then evident that you cannot injure your Friends in Eng- 
land by rejecting the hazardous Employment to which you 
are nominated; but on the Contrary, by /o doing, you will teſ- 
tify your Regard for the Rights and Privileges of your Ameri- 
can Brethren; and prove tq the World that you are not ſuch 


who, for the Sake of a paltry Emolument, would impiouſly 


ſheath the Dagger of Oppreſſion in the Bowels of your Coun= _ 


Men as your Friends in England preſumed you were; Men 


SYo ; 3 a0 2 : . ; «Ix ; . 3 j 
rhe Claim of Parliament to Tax America has been too well 


examined, for you ta, doubt, at this. Time, to which Side 


you are loſt, —loſt toVirtue, loſt to your Country. It is in Vain 
to expect that AMERICANS can give a Sanction to your Office. 
— FREEMEN,—AMERICAN FREEMEN can never Ap- 


elves > And I fincerely wiſh that your Conduct, on the pre- 
ſent alarming Oecaſion, may be ſuch as will promote your 
future. Peace and. Welfare; anſwer, fully anſwer the anxious 


Expectations of your Brethern, who ſincerely believe it is in 


our Power fo Fe e them much Trouble: And laſtly, that your 
| ſuch as will ſecure your Native Country. 

from the deadly Stroke now aimed in your Perſons. 9 

her. —If you refuſe, no one elſe will * 

diabolical Commiſſion” 


Right and Juſtice have given the Palm. Do not, therefore, 
heſitate at theCourſe you ought to purſue. —If you deliberate, 


| — it. Tou are abundantly capable to Judge for your- _ 


e to execute the 
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